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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 3

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

I NTRODUCED BY
Ray Begaye

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THAT THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE
CONSI DER THE REQUI REMENTS FOR AND OVERSEE THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF
LI CENSURE QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR THE ENDORSEMENT OF SCHOOL- BASED
Bl LI NGUAL PRACTI TI ONERS | N SPEECH AND LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND
I N AUDI OLOGY.

WHEREAS, the state of New Mexico takes pride in the
diversity of its people, |anguages and cultures and pronotes
bilingualismin its constitution; and

VWHEREAS, the |egislature recognizes the unique
educati onal needs of bilingual students with conmunication
di sorders, such as stuttering, inmpaired articulation and
del ayed | anguage proficiency, who receive speech and | anguage
pat hol ogy services or audiology services in their native
| anguages to support their educational performance; and

VWHEREAS, the use of prom sing new techni ques by bilingual
practitioners in the assessnment and treatnment of
linguistically and culturally diverse students with

comruni cati on di sorders ensures quality service delivery by
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provi ding the know edge to prevent inappropriate placenent of
students in special education and by supporting intervention
performed in the students' native | anguages, thus pronoting
opti mal | earning and educati onal success; and

VWHEREAS, in order to provide students with specialized
services, qualified bilingual practitioners nust be
effectively recruited, trained and retained in schoo
districts across the state, and their qualifications nust be
recogni zed by the school districts to ensure that bilingua
practitioners' salaries are conmmensurate with those afforded
to other bilingually endorsed professionals;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the |egislative education study
committee oversee the devel opnent and i npl enentati on of
licensure qualifications for the endorsenent of school -based
bilingual practitioners in speech and | anguage pat hol ogy and
i n audi ol ogy; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the |egislative education
study committee oversee the coll aborati on between the state
departnent of public education, the speech | anguage pat hol ogy,
audi ol ogy and hearing aid dispensing practices board and the
New Mexi co speech-| anguage and hearing association to
establish criteria and conpetencies for the endorsenment of
bilingual practitioners in speech and | anguage pat hol ogy and
i n audi ol ogy and their |anguage proficiency and specialized
training in bilingual assessnment and intervention; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the col | aborators produce a
cost-anal ysis of establishing a bilingual endorsenment that

i ncl udes the cost of inplenmenting educational prograns to
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train individuals wishing to pursue the endorsenent; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the col | aborators present
their findings and recommendations to the |egislative
education study conmttee and the state board of education by
Cct ober 1, 2002; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the director of the | egislative education study
comrmittee, the president of the state board of education, the
superintendent of public instruction, the speech |anguage
pat hol ogy, audi ol ogy and hearing aid di spensing practices
board and the New Mexi co speech-| anguage and hearing

associ ati on.
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